
Our agenda for today

AM: Writing
• Alternative pencils: low tech and high tech (+ some demos)
• Assistive technology for writing: lesson plans and integration of AT (hands-

on)

PM: Reading
• Building your classroom library: alternate formats
• EMSB virtual library
• Apps
• Bookshare



• *Note: This presentation contains slides from Sandra Gluth’s presentation to EMSB teachers in October 
2017. These slides belong to S. Gluth and are intended as a review of the session. All slides with “S. Gluth” 
belong to this original presentation. Thank you to Sandra and Alberta educators for sharing your expertise 
with us!

• Please refer to Sandra Gluth’s work with AB educators at the Literacy for All website. 

http://literacyforallab.ca/


Emergent Writing











Learning Outcomes for this AM

• Integration of assistive technology for both shared and independent 
writing.

• Finding and using alternative pencils (both low and high tech)
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Literacy myths (students with 
significant disabilities)

Reading 
& writing

Readiness 
skills

Speaking
Listening
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Developmental 
Writing Scale. 
Designed to identify 
the overall 
developmental 
writing level of the 
beginning writer. 

(Sturm, Cali, Nelson, 
Staskowski, 2012)





Assessment and 
decision-making 
for intervention
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How can we use assistive technology to 
support writing?
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Writing without standards

Frees students to generate and focus on ideas



Shared Writing and Independent Writing
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Alternative 
pencils



What is it?

• Anything that provides a student with access to all 26 letters of the 
alphabet.

Hanser (2009), Centre for Literacy and Disability Studies (CLDS)



Why alternative pencils?
Students with an AAC system, no matter how comprehensive, will never 
have all the words that they may want to use 

• Literacy allows students to write novel thoughts, to say what they mean
• Reduces the task demands of print
• Creates opportunities for the student to participate in writing 

experiences with their peers
• Reduces dependence & build confidence



Alternative pencils
Instead of:

What is the skill I want to practice? 
Ask:

What is the opportunity I want to provide? (connected to competency)









Pre-Writing



Emergent Writing

• Young children and students with disabilities
have difficulty writing words and can use
drawings or scribbling to tell a story.

• Students with intellectual disabilities can also
have difficulty clear depicting an idea or story through drawing due
to diminished fine motor skills.



Low-tech

• Stickers
• Pictures/cut-outs
• Stamps





Emergent Writing

• Students with intellectual disabilities may show some basic 
knowledge of alphabet and initial sounds but have difficulty 
producing writing for many possible reasons.
• For students with decreased strength or poor fine finger control, 

different pencil grips can be tried to assist their grip on the pencil. 
• Student with intellectual disabilities may also be demonstrating fine 

motor and cognitive difficulties that affect their ability to form letters 
and words.



Low-tech

• Slant boards and positioning devices 
• Stickers
• Letter stamps 
• Letter stickers
• Tiles

What have you tried?



High-tech: Access

• Adapted keyboards
• Kinderboard, Keeble, Keedogo, Keys U see, EZ eyes, Able see stickers, 

etc.



KeebleKeeble en français

Adapted keyboards on iPad



Read and Write-free, also 
available in French

Keedogo, also available in 
French



High tech: 
Emergent/Conventional Writing



ABC 
Magnetic 
Alphabet

Exposure
to alphabet 
and 
phonemic
awareness



Word Wizard (also 
available in French) 



Writing with picture support

Clicker Connect



Kidspiration



Write 
About 
This





Word prediction

There is no symbol based communication system in the world that will 
allow kids to say everything they need to say – they need to spell.”

–Dr. Karen Erickson



Speech recognition
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Meaningful and Authentic Writing Tasks

• Write picture captions
• Make a list
• Journal
• Customizable book
• Greeting cards
• Weekend words



Meaningful and Authentic Writing Tasks

• Write or tell about what you know
• Sign your name for a real purpose
• Language Experience Chart
• Sentence Frames
• Favorites List



Photo captions/labels

Skitch (free)



Book creation, favorites, journal, 
weekend words
• Use Bookcreator, Kid in StoryBook Maker, Tar Heel Reader, or 

Storycreator



Tar Heel Reader

• I like earrings

• Nose

https://tarheelreader.org/2017/12/10/i-like-earrings-3/
https://tarheelreader.org/2015/11/17/noses/


Favorites, lists, etc…

Pages app with 
Read and Write 
Keyboard
(all free)



Kid in Story Book Maker



WriteReader



First Author mini-lessons: Pre-writing

• Say More
• Be a Fearless Speller
• How We Write



First Author mini-lessons: Writing tasks

• Planning labels 
• Writing labels 
• Planning and writing lists 
• Writing personal stories
• Publishing our writing



Objective of our hands-on work

1. Choose a First Author lesson plan from the ones provided, and think 
about how you could use an alternative pencil/assistive technology 
within the lesson plan.

OR

2. Create your own lesson plan for writing (template in OneDrive link). 

We will be doing “buzz groups” to share our ideas-you will be pairing 
up with another group for feedback on your lesson plan. 



Apps to try!

• Skitch-photo captions and labels
• Storycreator, WriteReader, Kid in Story Book Maker, Tar Heel Reader 

(web) or Bookcreator-stories, books, language experience
• Pages with Read and Write for iPad-writing with speech recognition, 

word prediction




